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Weimar – Classics, Modernity and Cultural Stronghold 

 

Preview of 2013: Henry van de Velde, Richard Wagner, the Weimar 

Summer and the 360th anniversary of the Onion Market 

 

Weimar. Goethe and Schiller, Bach and Liszt, Modernity and 

Bauhaus. That is Weimar. The small residence city with the large past 

and the many famous figures. In addition, Weimar’s famous sights. 

The many historic and cultural facets of the rather small town 

surprize visitors over and over again. 

 

Centre of Cultural History 

 

Goethe remains the most important name on the long list of famous 

Weimar figures that founded Weimar’s worldwide reputation. Johann 

Sebastian Bach, Friedrich Schiller, Franz Liszt, and Modernity, which 

was introduced by the Belgian designer and architect Henry van de 

Velde and reached its climax in the founding of the Bauhaus – all 

important chapters in history. Their homes and workplaces in Weimar 

communicate an impressive image of the cosmopolitan city of culture. 

The UNESCO awarded Weimar’s poets’ homes, parks and palaces the 

title of World Heritage. The Bauhaus is also eternalised in this world-

memory, so that altogether 16 ensembles in Weimar carry this title. 

 

Brilliance Ends in Buchenwald 

 

However, Weimar’s reputation is also influenced by the cruel events 

of the National Socialist era: the memory of these crimes is kept alive 

at the former concentration camp of Buchenwald. These traces are 

not only found on Ettersberg Hill, only ten kilometres out of town. 

Special, downtown tours explain Weimar’s significance during the 

command of the National Socialists, who ended the high-flying 

democracy of the Weimar Republic that had written its constitution 

only 15 years before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Weimar Summer 

 

In spite of the abundance of sights, Weimar’s guests are not only 

underway in the museums. Many take time to enjoy the charm of the 

small town with its many cafés, inviting bars and chic restaurants, 

topped off by a well-filled calendar of events. And even during the 

summer, the cultural life in Weimar continues on: The town becomes 

the ideal stage for street festivals, open-air concerts, great art and 

the “light muse”. The concert series, theatre events, exhibitions and a 

film festival combine into the “Weimar Summer” that offers a surprize 

for every evening.  

 

Onion Market  

 

Thuringia’s largest folk festival is the Fall attraction – the famous 

“Zwiebelmarkt” or Onion Market takes place every year on the second 

weekend in October – in 2013 for the 360th time, celebrated by 

hundred thousands of guests. Along with the Weimar Christmas 

Market, it is one of the favourite reasons to visit Weimar. 

 

Wagner for Everyone and the All-Round Artist 

 

2013 is a double jubilee-year in Weimar: Richard Wagner’s 200th 

birthday will be celebrated in Weimar, among other places. “Wagner 

for Everyone” is the name of the largest concert event of the year, in 

the special atmosphere of the open-air concerts performed by the 

Weimar Staatskapelle in the Weimarhallenpark. The German National 

Theatre will also honour the composer, whose opera Lohengrin was 

world premièred in Weimar and is of course included on the 

programme once again in 2013. 

 

The all-round artist Henry van de Velde is the focus of a number of 

exhibitions in and around Weimar. The 150th birthday of the versatile 

Belgian genius is an opportunity to centre attention on the oeuvre he 

created during the 15 years he spent in Weimar. 
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