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Breath-taking Mementos from Classicism to Modernity  
 
 

Weimar and its UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
 

Weimar. In a very small area, Weimar boasts many authentic sites 

decorated with the distinguished UNESCO logo. Weimar has been eternalised 

by two entries on the list of world heritage: The world-wide significance of 

the “Bauhaus and its sites in Weimar and Dessau” and “Classical Weimar” 

was registered in 1996 and 1998, respectively. Year for year, visitors come 

to Weimar by the hundred thousands to discover these sights. When the 

German Tourist Headquarters declares 2014 the year of UNESCO World 

Heritage Sites, these mementos will shift all the more into the focal point. 

 

Altogether, 13 ensembles belong to “Classical Weimar”. Goethe’s Home 

rates first place, and its completely original building and furnishings are 

augmented by the permanent exhibition “Floods of Life – Storms of Action”. 

Only a few hundred metres down the road, Schiller’s last home beckons to 

the visitor; the house, although less assuming, just as authentically recounts 

the life and work of the poet. The Herzogin Anna Amalia Bibliothek is no less 

impressive with its Rococo Hall, which Goethe helped furnish, as is the 

Goethe and Schiller Archive, in which the written heritage of many great 

writers, composers and philosophers is preserved. The magnificent palaces 

of the Weimar dynasty, including the City Palace with its Cranach Gallery 

and the summer residences Belvedere Palace, Tiefurt Palace and Ettersburg 

Palace with their rambling parks are invitations to a time voyage through the 

Weimar Classics. All these sites and squares have formed Weimar up until 

the present day. 

 

After its epoch of classicism, Weimar also stands for the Modernity that 

flourished at the beginning of the 20th century and stemmed an international 

revolution in the field of design by founding the Bauhaus in 1919. Up until 

the present day, the Bauhaus ideas are reflected in design and architecture. 

In 1919, the Bauhaus founder Walter Gropius gathered the entire avant-

garde of European artists in Weimar: Lyonel Feininger, Wassily Kandinsky, 

Paul Klee, Johannes Itten and many others were summoned to join the new 

school of design as “Masters”. A famous memento in Weimar is the “Haus 

am Horn” by Georg Muche that was built as a “model house” for the large-

scale Bauhaus exhibition in 1923. At the Bauhaus University Weimar, which, 

along with the Haus am Horn, also belongs to UNESCO World Heritage, the 

works of the avant-garde of those years can be seen. 

 

 

 



 

 

Visitors can discover the UNESCO World Heritage by joining a public tour 

that takes place every day, beginning at the Tourist Information Office. For 

groups, it is recommended to make advance reservations for a tour of the 

UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

 

More information at: Tourist Information Office Weimar, Tel: 03643-745-0, 

tourist-info@weimar.de; www.weimar.de 
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