
 

 

The Onion Reigns for Three Days in Weimar 

 

Traditional market in October with a pungent main attraction 

Weimar. “Everything’s onions” is the motto of the second October weekend 

in Weimar for three days: Onions baked in a tart, fried in the skillet, 

decoratively braided or in beautiful arrangements, and onions adorning the 

crown of the Onion Queen. Thuringia’s largest folk-festival is even named 

after it. In 2013, the Onion Market will be celebrated for the 360th time, from 

October 11-13. 

The tradition of the “Viehe- und Zippelmarckt” (livestock and onion market), 

as it was called then, began in 1653. At that time Weimar had 5,000 

inhabitants. The market offered a lot more than onions: celery, horseradish, 

garlic, leeks and marjoram along with many other kinds of vegetables and 

herbs. Even Goethe could not resist the onions’ spell. There is evidence that 

he had the onion braids fastened to his desk and used them to decorate his 

home, praising their healthy attributes. 

In the mid-19th century, the market developed into an onion shopping centre 

for all of central Germany. Beginning in 1861 it was prolonged to three days. 

Back then and up until the present day, the onion farmers from Heldrungen 

produce and sell the onion braids. Whether two-coloured, miniature or extra 

long – the onion braids are just as prized by the locals as they are by 

tourists. In the meantime, the Heldrunger farmers occupy 120 stands at the 

market. 

Nowadays more than 300,000 visitors come to Weimar on the second 

weekend in October. In addition to the culinary temptations and the 

traditional market activity at over 600 stands on Weimar’s streets and 

squares, the visitors are attracted by the cultural entertainment that gives 

the otherwise quite calm town a unique atmosphere. You just have to follow 

the crowds along Weimar’s streets and squares. On six large stages 

distributed throughout town there is non-stop music that lasts until the wee 

hours of the morning. 

The coronation of the Onion Queen takes place a week before the Onion 

Market begins. The candidate is chosen not only for her attractive 

appearance. The young women must also know a lot about Weimar and 

onions and be able to answer all questions with poise.  The Onion Market is 

their most important event, but during the rest of their year-long reign they 

represent Weimar – at trade fairs and other occasions. 
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