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Following the Classics by Bicycle or on Foot 
 
Ilm Valley Bicycle Path Connects Landscape and Culture 

 
Weimar. The Ilm Valley bicycle path is not the longest in Thuringia, but it is 

one of the most popular. Biking through the Thuringian Forest and the 

central Ilm Valley offers not only an attractive landscape, but it also presents 

a wealth of sightseeing highlights. Walkers can also easily explore Weimar’s 

surroundings. There is a dense, well-marked network of hiking paths, 

including the Goethe hiking path that leads to Kochberg Palace. 

 

The ADFC (General German Bicycle Club) awarded the Ilm Valley bicycle 

path four stars. Weimar, as the most famous city on the route, offers many 

famous sights that make a longer stay worthwhile. The UNESCO merited the 

extensive historical value with two entries on its list of World Heritage, 

comprising a total of 16 buildings, ensembles and parks of Classical Weimar 

and the Bauhaus. The Ilm Valley bicycle path leads right through the middle. 

The starting point of the path is the source of the Ilm river in the Thuringian 

Forest, in Allzunah near Stützerbach. Underway, there are cultural and 

culinary attractions that make a detour to explore nearly every small town 

along the way worthwhile. In the country surrounding Weimar, the Ilm 

Valley and Feininger bike paths merge; the latter follows the bike tracks of 

the American painter through the villages, in which Feininger found his 

favourite motifs – Thuringian village churches. Travelling towards the Ilm 

junction with the Saale river, the path passes the Wieland Estate in 

Oßmannstedt and the vineyards of Bad Sulza. The bike path is perfectly 

suited for day trips from Weimar or its surrounding countryside to explore 

the classical sites. For those travelling longer distances by bicycle, the Ilm 

Valley bicycle path is well connected to the long-distance infrastructure of 

bicycle paths. 

 

Weimar’s surroundings can also be easily discovered on foot: Among the 

many well-marked hiking paths, the Thuringian Three Tower circuit hike is 

well suited for explorers. The path is easily accessible with public 

transportation and the route can be flexibly planned. It connects the 

“Paulinenturm” atop the Adelsberg hill looking over Bad Berka with the 

“Carolinenturm” near Blankenhain and the “Hainturm” in the Belvedere 

Forest near Weimar. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Goethe hiking path from Weimar to Kochberg Palace got its name from 

the poet: Goethe walked or rode horseback along this route from Weimar to 

Großkochberg in order to visit Charlotte von Stein at the “palace behind the 

hills”. Beginning in 1775, the poet rushed off to the palace quite often – on 

foot, on horseback, later by coach. “...I sneaked away yesterday, left 

Weimar on foot at half past five and was already here by half past nine ...” 

In 1777, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe wrote these words to Charlotte von 

Stein from Kochberg. 

 

Information at: Tourist Information Office Weimar | Tel: +49-3643-745-0 |  

tourist-info@weimar.de | www.weimar.de |www.ilmtal-radweg.de   
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