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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Leipzig Highlights 2014 
The year 2014 will see the 25th anniversary of the Peaceful Revolution. The highlight will be a 
Festival of Lights on 9 October 2014 that brings history to life along the historic demonstration 
route around the inner ring road with audio, video and light installations, performances and art 
projects. 25 years ago, on 9 October 1989, after prayers for peace in four different churches in 
Leipzig, about 70,000 people gathered with candles in their hands, despite a threatening firing 
order, to demonstrate for more freedom in the GDR. Several thousand policemen and soldiers 
were deployed to the city. However, the demonstration remained peaceful. The events became an 
important milestone on the way to the fall of the Berlin Wall and the German reunification.  

All year round, visitors can follow in the traces of those events and visit authentic sites like the 
Stasi museum: The building where for 40 years the Stasi secret police had its headquarters for the 
district of Leipzig now houses the “Runde Ecke” Memorial Museum. Right in the former offices of 
the Stasi employees, you can now inform yourself about Stasi's function, methods and history. 
Here history is visible and palpable. 

Speaking of history, there is hardly any other German city with a music tradition as rich as Leipzig: 
Bach, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Wagner, Mahler and Grieg were only some of the city’s famous 
residents. Since 2012, the Leipzig Music Trail (“Leipziger Notenspur”) connects 23 of the most 
significant authentic sites in the city centre, marked by curved stainless steel elements which are 
embedded in the ground. On Mendelssohn’s birthday, 3 February 2014, the new, extended 
Mendelssohn House will reopen in Leipzig with a completely new floor. It’s the world’s only 
Mendelssohn museum and located in Mendelssohn’s last private apartment where he lived until 
his death in 1847 (www.mendelssohn-stiftung.de). 

To mark the 150th anniversary of the birth of composer Richard Strauss Leipzig Opera and the 
Leipzig Gewandhaus will present a Strauss cycle from April through July 2014. In June 2014, one 
of the composer’s most important operas, “Die Frau ohne Schatten“ will premiere with a world-
class cast on the Leipzig stage. Furthermore “Elektra“ and “Der Rosenkavalier“ from Leipzig 
Opera’s repertoire will be resumed. The Vienna Philharmonic under conductor Christoph 
Eschenbach will be performing a Strauss programme in the Gewandhaus with Lang Lang on 24 
May while the actual birthday concert on 11 June is reserved to Riccardo Chailly and the 
Gewandhaus Orchestra. 

A permanent fixture on the city’s music event calendar is the annual Leipzig Bachfest. With 
75,000 visitors and more than 110 events, it is one of the biggest music festivals in the world. 
Under the banner “The True Art”, from 13 – 22 June 2014, it will commemorate the life and work of 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s second oldest son Carl Philipp Emmanuel, whose 300th anniversary will 
be celebrated by the music world in 2014 (www.bachfestleipzig.de). The Mendelssohn Festival (11 
– 21 September 2013) and the Schumann Festival Week (6 – 14 September 2013) are also 
recommended for music lovers.  

Leipzig’s historical town centre is home to a number of cultural and shopping opportunities in a 
very compact area and a covered system of courtyards and passageways that is unique in 
Germany. Perhaps the most elegant of the 30 or so Leipzig arcades, Mädler Passage, was built 
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100 years ago (1912–1914) by suitcase manufacturer Anton Mädler, and is modelled on Milan’s 
Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II. In addition to its beautiful architecture, the arcade is famous for the 
Auerbachs Keller inn located at the entrance to the Passage in Grimmaische Straße. The large 
cellar in the historical inn, made immortal by Goethe in his drama Faust, was added during 
construction of the Mädler Passage (www.auerbachs-keller-leipzig.de).  

Leipzig’s status of one of the up and coming cities in Germany is also due to investors like 
Porsche, BMW, DHL or Amazon that settled in Leipzig. From 2014, the new Porsche model Macan 
will be rolling off the assembly line in Leipzig. The Cayenne and Panamera have been successfully 
manufactured at the Porsche plant in Leipzig for more than 10 years now. The spectacular 
architecture of the exclusive customer centre and the factory’s own certified on- and off-road track 
make Porsche a highly desirable event location. www.porsche-leipzig.com  

Leipzig city centre is only about one hour by train from the German capital Berlin – direct trains run 
every hour. From Leipzig/Halle Airport, the city centre can be reached in just 20 minutes by S-Bahn 
(suburban train).  

Information, travel offers, room reservations: 
Leipzig Tourismus und Marketing GmbH, Tourist-Information, Katharinenstr. 8, 04109 Leipzig,  
Tel.: +49 (0)341 7104-260, Email: info@ltm-leipzig.de, www.leipzig.travel 


